HIST 1133 — Primary Source Analysis Essay 1
*¥**¥DUE 13 October 2010 IN CLASS***

As outlined in the course syllabus, students are responsible for completing a primary source
analysis essay for this course that is worth 10% of your final grade. The essay should be 5
double-spaced pages in length in standard 12-point font with one-inch margins. You will
choose one from a limited list of essay questions and primary source documents. Please turn
in a hard copy of your essay to the instructor at the beginning of lecture on October 13" and
keep a digital copy for your records. Late assignments will be penalized one third of a letter
grade per day (l.e., if one day late, a B paper receives a B-) up to a maximum of five days.
Please consult the “General Rules, Policies and Expectations for Assignments and
Participation” section of the course syllabus for further details.

Expectations for Essay Assignment:
Students are expected to write an essay that meets the following expectations:

- answers the essay question

- provides a clearly stated thesis

- provides evidence of critical thinking and analysis as well as synthesis of
researched information throughout and presents a logical and persuasive
argument

- utilizes the primary source document and reflects on the production of the
primary source

- demonstrates knowledge of the historical context relevant to the question (based
on secondary source research) and situates the primary source document within
its historical context

- research sources are relevant and credible

- written cleatly, using proper grammar and spelling

- clearly documents and cites sources using proper footnote citations azd provides
a properly formatted bibliography (Chicago Manual of Style footnotes)

Additional Guidelines:

- proofread your work (essays that have not been proofread will get a very low
grade)

- have a friend review your essay

- do not use online sources unless obtained through Mount Royal Library e-
resources or other credible online source

- must include page numbers

- propetly staple pages

- write about historical events, persons, and places in the past tense

- include name, course info, student number, essay question on first page

- avoid block quotes

- do not use contractions

- do not cite lectures



Treaty 5 — The Lake Winnipeg Treaty (1875)

Between 1871 and 1921, the Government of Canada entered into treaty agreements with
most of the Aboriginal nations in the territories covering the prairies, the Canadian North,
and parts of northwestern Ontario. These treaties ceded tracts of land that covered most of
the modern Canadian West from its original Aboriginal inhabitants to the Dominion
government in Ottawa. The government sought to extinguish Aboriginal title to the land
through these treaties in order to settle non-Aboriginal migrants for agricultural and
industrial development.

This document, known as “The Lake Winnipeg Treaty” or Treaty 5 was signed in 1875 and
ceded territory in northern Manitoba.

Also, included is an 1875 report about the treaty negotiations by the Lieutenant Governor of
the Northwest Territories, Alexander Mortis.

Primary Source Documents:
“The Lake Winnipeg Treaty, Number Five” (1875)

Letter from Lieutenant Governor, Alexander Morttis, to the Minister of the Intetior, 11
October 1875.

Additional Readings:

Conrad, Margaret and Alvin Finkel. History of the Canadian Peoples: 1867 to the Present. Volume
2. Toronto: Pearson Education, 2009.
- Ch. 2 — “Nation-building, 1867-1880”

Early Canadiana Online. Canada in the Making Aboriginals: Treaties and Relations. “1871-1875:
First Five Numbered Treaties”
(http:/ /www.canadiana.org/citm/themes/aboriginals/aboriginals7 e.html)

Essay Question:

What do these documents reveal about the Dominion government’s perspective of
the land and resources of the Canadian West?
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(Signed) J. A. N. PROVENCHER,
Indran Commaissiener.

NASHA-KE-PE-NOIS. His x mark
' AH-KEE-SEEK-WAS-KEMG. A S
¥ NAYWA-BE-BEE-KEE-SIK. “ox ¢
MAY-JAH-KEE-GEE-QUAN. “ x ¢
PAY-S8AUGA. “ o x o
Witnesses :

(Signed) J. Dvusuc.
H. S. REYNOLDS.

DaNIEL DEVLIN.
H. Cook.

Signed on the Reserve at Roseau River, eighth day of -September, in the
year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five.

(Signed) J. A. N. PROVENCHER,
Indian Commissioner.

NA-NA-WA-NA-NAN {(or, Centre His x mark.
of Bird’s Tail),

KEg-wg-say-asH (or, Flying
Round), ‘¢

x
Wa-go-wasH (or, Whippoorwill), ¢¢ x
Chiefs. .

OSAH-WEE-EA-KAY, : “Tx o«

OSAYS-K00-KQGON, “ x ¢

SHAY-WAY-ASH, “ o ox ¢

SHE-SKE-PENSE, . “ x

MA-MEH-TAH-CUM-E-CUP, @ x

PAH-TE-CC-WEE-NIUN, A S

Councillors.

— KAK-KA-QUIN-IASH, @ x «
ANA-WAY-WEE-TIN, ¢ x «

T1B1S-QUO-QE-SICK. “ o x ¢

WE-SHO-TA, : “ox ¢

NAT-TEE-KEE-GET, “ o xH

Braves. ’

Witness :
(Signed) James F. GRAHAM,

THE LAKE WINNIPEG TREATY, NUMBER FIVE.

ARTIOCLES OF A TREATY made and concluded at Berens River the twentieth
day of September, and at Norway House the twenty-fourth day of
September in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
seventy-five, between Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen of Great
Britain and Ireland, by her Commissioners, the Honorable Alexander
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Morris, Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Manitoba and the
North-West Territories, and the Honorable James M?:Kay, of the
one part, and the Saulteaux and Swampy Cree Tribes of Indians, in-
habitants of the country within the limits hereinafter defined and

described by their Chiefs, chosen.and named as hereinafter mentioned,
of the other part :

Whereas the Indians inhabiting the said country have, pursuant to an
appointment made by the said Commissioners, been convened at meetings
at Berens River and Norway House, to deliberate upon certain matters of

interest to Her Most Gracious Majesty, of the one part, and the said Indians
of the other;

And whereas the said Indians have been notified and informed by Her
Majesty’s said Commissioners, that it is the desire of Her Majesty to open
up for seftlement, immigration, and such other purposes as to Her Majesty
may sedm meet, a tract of country bounded and described as hereinafter
mentioned, and to obtain the consent thereto of her Indian subjects inhab-
iting the said tract, and to make a treaty and arrange with them, so that
there may be peace and good will between them and Her Majesty, and that
they may know and be assured of what allowance they are to count upon
and receive from Her Majesty’s bounty and benevolence ;

And whereas, the Indians of the said tract, duly convened in council as
aforesaid, and being requested by Her Majesty’s said Commissioners to
name certain Chiefs and head men, who should be authorized on their be-
half to conduct such negotiations and sign any treaty to be founded thereon,
and to becofne responsible to Her Majesty for the faithful performance by
their respective bands of such obligations as shall be assumed by them, the

said Indians have thereupon named the following persons for that purpose, -

that is to say :—For the Indians within the Berens River region and their
several bands : .

Nah-wee- kee-sick-quah-yash, Chief ; Kah-nah-wah-kee-wee-nin and
Nah-kee-quan-nay-yash, Councillors, and Pee-wah-noo-wee-nin, of Poplar
River, Councillor ; for the Indians within the Norway House region and
their several bands, David Rundle, Chief ; James Cochrane, Harry Consta-
tag and Charles Pisequinip, Councillors ; and Ta-pas-ta-num, or Donald
William Sinclair Ross, Chief ; James Garriock and Proud McKay, Coun-
cillors ;

And thereupon in open couneil, the different bands having presented their
Chiefs to the said Commissioners as the Chiefs and head men, for the pur.
poses aforesaid, of the respective bands of Indians inhabiting the said district
hereinafter described ;

And whereas, the said Commissioners then and there received and ac-
knowledged the persons so presented as Chiefs and head men, for the purposes
aforesaid, of the respective bands of Indians inhabiting the said district
hereinafter described ;

And whereas, the said Commissioners bave proceeded to negotiate a treaty
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with the said Indians and the same has been finally agreed upon and con-
cluded as follows, that is to say :

The Saulteaux and Swampy Cree tribes of Indians and all other the
Indians inhabiting the district hereinafter described and defined, do hereby
cede, release, surrender, and yield up to the Government of the Dominion
of Canada, for Her Majesty the Queen and her successors forever, all their
rights, titles and privileges whatsoever to the lands included within the
following limits, that is to say :

Commencing at the north corner or junction of Treaties Numbers One

-and Three, thence easterly along the boundary of Treaty Number Three to
the height of land at the north-east corner of the said treaty limits, a point
dividing the waters of the Albany and Winnipeg Rivers, thence due north
along the said height of land to a point intersected by the 53° of north lat-
itude and thence north-westerly to Favourable Lake, thence following the
east shore of said lake to its northern limit, thence north-westerly to the
north end of Lake Winnipegosis, thence westerly to the height of land called
‘‘ Robiuson’s Portage,” thence north-westerly to the east end of Cross Lake,
thence north-westerly crossing Fox’s Lake, thence north-westerly to the
north end of Split Lake, thence south-westerly to Pipestone Lake, on Burnt-
wood River, thence south-westerly to the western point of John Scott’s
Lake, thence south-westerly to the north shore of Beaver Lake, thence
south-westerly to the west end of Cumberland Lake, thence due south to
the Saskatchewan River, thence due south to the north-west corner of the
northern limits of Treaty Number Four, including all territory within the
said limits, and all islands on all lakes within the said limits as above de-
scribed, and it being also understood that in all cases where lakes form the
treaty limits, ten miles from the shore of the lake should be included in the
treaty ;

And also all their rights, titles and privileges whatsoever to all other
lands wherever situated in the North-West Territories, or in any other
Province or portion of Her Majesty’s Dominions situated and being within
the Dominion of Canada; -

The tract comprised within the lines above described embracing an area
of one hundred thousand square miles, be the same, more or less ;

To have and to hold the same to Her Majesty the Queen and her suc-
cessors forever.

And Her Majesty the Queen hereby agrees and undertakes to lay aside
reserves for farming lands, due respect being had to lands at present culti-
vated by the said Indians, and other reserves for the benefit of the said
Indians to be administered and dealt with for them by Her Majesty’s
Ggvernment of the Dominion of Canada; provided all such reserves shall
not exceed in all one hundred and sixty acres for each family of five, or in
that proportion for larger or smaller families in manner following, that is to
say :—For thé band of Saulteaux in the Berens River region now settled,
or who may within two years settle therein, a reserve commencing at the

v




Appendizx. 345

outlet of Berens River into Lake Winnipeg, and extending along the shores
of said lake and up said river and into the interior behind said lake and river,
so as to comprehend one hundred and sixty acres for each family of five,

reasonable addition being, however, to be made by Her Majesty to the ex.
tent of the said reserve for the inclusion in the tract so reserved of swamps,
but reserving the free navigation of the said lake and river, and free access

excepting thereout such land as may have been granted to or stipulated to
be held by the Hudson’s Bay Company, and also such land as Her Majesty
or her successors may in her good pleasure see fit to grant to the mission
established at or near Berens River by the Methodist Church of Canada,
for a church school-house, parsonage, burial ground and farm, or othe,
mission purposes ; and to the Indians residing at Poplar River, falling into
Lake Winnipeg north of Berens River, a reserve not exceeding one hundred
and sixty acres to each family of five, respecting as much as possible their
present improvements ; and inasmuch as a number of the Indians now re-
siding in and about Norway House, of the band of whom David Rundle is
Chief, are desirous of removing to a locality where they can cultivate the
soil, Her Majesty the Queen hereby agrees to lay aside a reservg on the west
side of Lake Winnipeg, in the vicinity of Fisher River, so §s to give one
hundred acres to each family of five, or in that proportion\for larger or
smaller families, who shall remove to the said locality within *‘t ee years,”
it being estimated that ninety families or thereabout will remove
said period, and that a reserve will be laid asids sufficient for that or the
actual number ; and it is further agreed that those of the band who remain
/rﬁ the vicinity of *Norway House” shall retain for their own use their
. present gardens, buildings and improvements until the same be departed
with by the Queen’s Government, with their consent first had and obtained
for their individual benefit, if any value can be realized therefor ; and with
regard to the band of Wood Indians of whom Ta-pas-ta-num or Donald
William Sinclair Ross is Chief, a reserve at Otter Island on the west side of
Cross Lake of one hundred and sixty acres for each family of five, or in that

successors, and her subjects, the free navigation of all lakes and rivers,
and free access to the shores thereof ; Provided, however, that Her Majesty

reserved for any band as she shall deem fit, and also that the aforesaid re-
serves of land, or any interest therein, may be sold or otherwise disposed
of by Her Majesty’s Government for the use and benefit of the said Indiang
entitled thereto, with their consent first had and obtained ; and with a view
to shew the satisfaction of Her Majesty with the behavior and good con-
duct of her Indians she hereby through her Commissioners makes them a
present of five dollars for each man, woman and child belonging to the bands
here represented, in extinguishment of all claims heretofore preferred ;

And further, Her Majesty agrees to maintain schools for instruction in
22

to the shores and waters thereof for Her Majesty and all her subjects, and °

proportion for smaller families, reserving however to Her Majesty, her . -

reserves the right to deal with any settlers wifhin the bounds of any lands ~
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such reserves hereby made as to her Government of the Dominion of Canada
may seem advisable, whenever the Indians of the reserve shall desire it ;

Her Majesty further agrees with her said Indians, that within the bound-
ary of Indian reserves, until otherwise determined by her Government of
the Dominion of Canada, no intoxicating liquor shall be allowed to be intro-
duced, or sold, and all laws now in force, or hereafter to be enacted, to
preserve her Indian subjects inhabiting the reserves or living elsewhere
within her North-West Territories, from the evil influence of the use of
intoxicating liquors, shall be strictly enforced ;

Her Majesty further agrees with her said Indians that they, the said
Indians, shall have right to pursue their avocations of hunting and fishin
throughout the tract surrendered as hereinbefore described, subject to sucég
regulations as may from time to time be made by her Government of her
Dominion of Canada, and saving and excepting such tracts as may from time
to time be required or taken up for settlement, mining, lumbering or other
purposes by her said Government of the Dominion of Canada, or by any
of the subjécts thereof duly authorized therefor by the said Government ;

It is further agreed between Her Majesty and her said Indians, that
such sections of the reserves above indicated as may at any time be required
for public works or buildings, of what nature soever, may be appropriated
for that purpose by Her Majesty’s Government of the Domimion of Canada,
due corhpe‘nsafion being made for the value of any improvement thereon ;

.~ And further, that Her Majesty’s Commissioners shall, as soon as possible
after the execution of this treaty, cause to be taken an accurate census of
all the Indians inhabiting the tract above described, distributing them in
families, and shall in every year ensuing the date hereof, at some period in
each year, to be duly notified to the Indians, and at a place or places to be
appointed for that purpose within the territory ceded, pay to each Indian
person the sum of five dollars per head yearly ;

It is further agreed between Her Majesty and the said Indians that the
sum of five hundred dollars per annum shall be yearly and every year ex-
pended by Her Majesty in the purchase of ammunition and twine for nets
for the use of the said Indians, in manner following, that is to say :—In the
reasonable discretion as regards the distribution thereof among the Indians
inhabiting the several reserves or otherwise included herein, of Her Majesty’s
Indian A zent having the supervision of this treaty ;

It is further agreed between Her Majesty and.the said Indians that the
following articles shall be supplied to any band of the said Indians who are
now cultivating the soil, or who shall hereafter commence to cultivate the
land, that is to say :—Two hoes for every family actually cultivating ; also
one spade per family as aforesaid ; one plough for every ten families as
aforesaid ; five harrows for every twenty families as aforesaid ; one scythe
for every family as aforesaid, and also one axe ; and also one cross-cut saw,
one hand saw, one pit saw, the necessary files, one grindstone, and one auger
for each band ; and also for each Chief for the use of his band, one chest of
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. ’f
‘ordinary carpenter’s tools ; also, for each band, enough of wheat, barley
potatoes and oats to plant the land actually broken up for cultivation by
such band ; also, for each band, one yoke of oxen, one bull, and four cows :
all the aforesaid articles to be given once for all for the encouragement of
the practice of agriculture among the Indians.

It is further agreed between Her Majesty and the said Indians, that each
Chief, duly recognized as such, shall receive an annual salary of twenty-five
dollars per annum, and each subordinate officer, not exceeding three for each
band, shall receive fifteen do er annum ; and each such Chief and sub-
ordinate officer as aforesaid shall also receive, once every three years, a
suitable suit of clothing ; and each Chief shall receive, in recognition of the
closing of the treaty, a suitable flag and medal.

And the undersigned Chiefs, on their own behalf, and on behalf of all other
Indians inhabiting the tract within ceded, do hereby solemnly promise and
engage to strictly observe this treaty, and also to conduct and behave them-
selves as good and loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen. They promise
and engage that they will, in’all respects, obey and abide by the law, and
they will maintain peace and good order between eagh other, and also
between themselves and other tribes of Indians, and between themselves
and others of Her Majesty’s subjects, whether Indians or whites, now
inhabiting or hereafter to inhabit any part of the said ceded tracts; and
that they will not molest the person or property of any inhabitant of such
ceded tracts, or the property of Her Majesty the Queen, or interfere with
or trouble any person passing or travelling through the said tracts or any
part thereof : and that they will aid and assist the officers of Her Majesty

in bringing to justice and punishment any Indian offending against the

stipulations of this treaty, or infringing the laws in force in the country so
- ceded. -
In witness whereof, Her Ma.Jesty s said Commissioners and the said Indian
“Chiefs have hereunto subscribed and set their hands™at Berens River, this
twentieth day of September, A.D. 1875, and at Norway House, on the
twenty-fourth day of the month and year herein first above named.

(Signed) ALEXANDER MORRIS, [L.S.]
Lieut.-Governor.
JaMEs McKay. [L.S.]

NAH-WEE-KEE-S8ICK-QUAH-YASH His x mark.
(otherwise Jacob Berens),

Chaef.
KAH-WAH-NAH-KEE-WEE-NIN{ “ ox ¢
(otheant01ne Gouin),
NAH-EEE-QUAN-NAY-YA 5 P S
i PEE-WAH-ROO-WEE-NIN, “
Councillors.
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Signed by the Chiefs within named in presence of the following witnesses,

the same having been first read and explained by the Honorable James
McKay :

(Signed) TwHoMAS HOWARD.
A. G. Jackgs, M.D.
CHRISTINE MORRIS.
E. C. Mogris.
EvLizaBerH YOUNG.
EcerToN RYERSON YoUNG.
WiLriax McKay.
JORN McKay.

Signed at Norway House by the Chiefs and Councillors hereunto subscrib-
"ing in the presence of the undersigned witnesses, the same having been
first read and explained, by the Honorable James McKay :

(Signed) ALEXANDER MORRIS, [L.S.]
; Lieut.-Governor.

Jaues McKay. [L.S.]

Davip RUNDLE,
Chief.

JAaMES COCHRANE, His x nfark.

HarrY CONSTATAG, L S
CHARLES INSEQUINIP, “ x ¢
Councillors.

TA-PAS-TA-NUM o ox ¢
(or Donald William
Sinelair Ross),
Chief.
GEORGE GARRIOCK,
Provp McKay, “ x ¢
Councillors.
Witnesses :
(Signed) RobpEerick Ross.
JorN H. Rurrax,
Methodist Minister.
0. GERMAN,
Methodist Minister.

D. C. McTavisH.
ALEXANDER SINCLAIR.
L. C. McTavisH.
CarisTINE V. K. MORRIs.
E. C. MoRreis.
A. G. Jackes, M.D.
TrOMAS HOWAERD.
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ADHESION OF SASKATCHEWAN INDIANS.

We the band of the Saulteaux tribe of Indians, residing at the mouth of
the Saskatchewan River, on both sides thereof, having had communication
of the foregoing treaty, hereby, and in consideration of the provisions of the
saidtreaty being extended to us, transfer, surrender, and relinquish to Her
Majesty the Queen, her heirs and successors, to and for the use of the
Government of Canada, all our right, title and privileges whatsoever, which
we have or enjoy in the territory described in the said treaty, and every
part thereof, to have aad, to hold to the use of Her Majesty the Queen, and
her heirs and success rever.

And Her Majesty agrBes, through the said Commissioners, to assign a -
reserve of sufficient area to allow one hundred and sixty acres to each
family of tive, or in that proportion for larger or smaller families—such
reserves to be laid off and surveyed next year, on the south side of the
River Saskatchewan. . o

And having regard to the importance of the land where the said Indians
are now settled, in respect of the purposes of th#navigation of the said river,
and transport in connection therewith, and otherwise, and in view of the
fact that many of the said Indians have now houses and gardens on the
other side of the river, and elsewhere, which they will abandon, Her Majesty !
agrees, through her said Commissioners, to grant a sum of five hundred :
dollars to the sajd band, to be paid in equitable proportions to such of them
as have houses, to assist them in removing their houses to the said
reserve, or building others. And the said Indians represented herein by
their Chief and Councillors, presented as such by the band, do hereby agree iy
to accept the several provisions, payments, and other benefits as stated in
the said treaty, and solemnly promise and engage to abide by, carry out and
fulfil all the stipulations, obligations and conditions therein contained, on
the part of the said Chiefs and Indians therein named, to be observed and
performed, and in all things to conform to the articles of the said treaty as
if we ourselves had been originally contracting parties thereto. S

In witness whereof, Her Majesty’s said Commissioners and the said Indian
Chief and Councillors have hereunto subscribed and set their hands, at the
Grand Rapids, this twenty-seventh day of September, in the year of Our
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Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five.
(Signed) ALEXANDER MORRIS, [L.S.] N
7 Lieut.-Governor. L
James McKayr. [L.8.] i
PETER BEARDY, His x mark. b
Chief. /s !

JOSEPH Arxmsox.! € x

ROBERT SANDERSON| *¢
Councillo[a.

x 1
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Signed by the parties in the presence of the undersigned witnesses, the same
having been first explained to the Indians by the Honorable James
McKay :

(Signed) THOMAS HOWARD.

RoperIcK Ross.

E. C. MoORRIs.

A. G. Jackgs, M.D.
ALEXANDER MATHESON.
JosepH HoOUSTON.
CHrIsTINE V. K. MORRIS.

Memorandum.

The Queen’s Indian Commissioners having met Thickfoot and a portion of
the Islands band of Indians at Wapang or Dog Head Island, on the twenty-
eighth day of September, A.D. 1875, request him to notify the Island Indians
and those of Jack Head Point, to meet at Wapang an Indian agent next
gsummer, to receive payments under the treaty which they have made with
the Indians of Norway House, Berens River, Grand Rapids and Lake
Winnipeg, and in which they are included, at a time of which they will be
notified, and to be prepared then to designate their Chief and two Council-
lors. The Commissioners have agreed to give some of the Norway House
Indians a reserve at Fisher Creek, and they will give land to the ¥sland
Indians at the same place.

Given at Wapang, this 23th day of September, A.D. 1875, under our
hands.

ALEXANDER MOBRRIS,
Lieut.-Governor.
James McKay.

I acce,t payments under the treaty for myself and those who may adhere
to me, and accept the same and all its provisions, as a principal Indian, and
agree to notify the Indians as above written.

Wapang, September 28th, 1875.
(Signed) TaICKFOOT. His x mark.
Witness : .
(Signed) THoMAS HOWARD.
Roperick Ross.

NoTe.—In 1876 Messrs. Howard and Reid obtained the adhesions to the
Winnipeg Treaty of the Indians of the Dog Head, Bloodvein River, Big
Island, and Jack Fish Head bands on Lake Winnipeg, and of the Island
and Grand Rapids of the Berens River band, and of the Pas, Cumberland

and Moose Lake bands on the Saskatchewan River, as will be found stated
in Chapter VIII.
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River) and including the country east and west of Lake Winni-
peg, and of Nelson River as far north as Split Lake.

In 1876, Lieut.-Gov. Morris, in accordance with his sugges-
tions to that effect, was requested by the Minister of the
Interior, to take steps for completing the treaty, and entrusted
the duty to the Hon. Thomas Howard, and J. Lestock Reid,
Esq., Dominion Land Surveyor. He gave them formal in-
structions, and directed them to meet the Indians together at
Dog Head Point, on the lake, to treat with the Island Indians
there and thence to proceed to Berens River to meet the Indians
of the rapids of that river who had not been able to be present
the previous year, and thereafter directed Mr. Howard to pro-
coed to the mouth of the Saskatchewan and pay the Indians the
five hundred dollars for removal of the houses, and thence to go
up the Saskatchewan to the Pas and deal with the Indians there,
while Mr. Reid was to proceed from Berens River to Norway
House, and arrange with the Indians for the removal of such
of them as desired it, to Fisher's River, on Lake Winnipeg.

These gentlemen accordingly in July, 1876, proceeded in
York boats (large sail boats) to their respective destinations,
and were very successful in accomplishing the work confided
to them.

I now append the official despatch of Lieut.-Gov. Morris,
dated 11th October, 1875, giving an account of the making of
the treaty and of the journey, and his despatch of the 17th
November, 1876, relating to the completion of the treaty, to-
gether with extracts from the reports of Messrs. Howard and
Reid. .

Forr GARRY, October 11th, 1875.
To THE HONORABLE THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR.

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, that under authority of the Com-
mission of the Privy Council to that effect, I proceeded to Lake Winnipeg
for the purpose of making a treaty with the Saulteaux and Swampy Cree
Indians, in company with my associate, the Hon. James McKay, leaving Fort
Garry for Chief Prince’s Landing on the Red River, on the 17th September
last, in order to embark on the Hudson’s Bay Company’s new propeller, the
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Colville, which Chief Commissioner Graham had kindly placed at our dis-
posal on advantageous terms. We selected this mode of conveyance, as
travelling and conveyance of provisions in York boats would, at the ad-
vanced period of the season, have occupied at least eight weeks, if at all
practicable.

The steamer left the landing at five o’clock on the 18th September, but
owing to the prevalence of a gale of northerly wind was compelled to be
anchored at the three channels of the Red River, inside of the bar which
obstructs the entrance of the lake. The wind continued during the 18th
and 19th, but on the afternoon of the latter day, Captain Hackland, a sailor
of much practical experience on the Northern Seas, decided to risk going
out, as the water on the bar was running down so fast that he feared that
the steamer would be unable to cross over the bar. I may remark that
the wind causes the waters of the lake to ebb and flow into the river with
great rapidity, and that the bar is so serious an obstruction to an important
navigation, that it ought to be examined with a view to ascertain the cost
and practicability of its removal. Leaving our anchorage, we crossed the
bar at three in the afternoon with difficulty, and proceeded on our voyage_;
anchored opposite the mouth of the Berens River on Monday, the 20th, at
nine a.m., to await the arrival of a pilot, as no steamer had ever before
entered the river. Under the pilotage of a Chief and a Councillor, we
reached Berens River Post, the Indians greeting us with volleys of firearms,
and at once summoned the Indians to meet us in the Wesleyan Mission
School House, which the Rev. Mr. Young kindly placed at our disposal.
‘We met the Indians at four o’clock, and explained the object of our visit.
The question of reserves was one of some difficulty, but eventually this
was arranged, and the Indians agreed to accept our offer, and the indenture
of treaty was signed by the Chiefs and head men about eleven p.m. The
payment of the present of five dollars per head, provided by the treaty, was
immediately commenced by Mr. McKay and the Hon. Thomas Howard,
who accompanied me as Secretary and Pay Master, and was continued
until one a.m., when the payment was concluded.

The steamer left next day, the 21st, for Norway House, but the captain
was obliged to anchor at George’s Island in the evening, owing to the stormy
weather, The Colville remained at anchor all the next day, the 22nd, but
left at midnight for Nelson River. We sighted the Mossy and Montreal
points, at the mouth of that river, about nine a.m. on the 23rd, and arrived
at the old or abandoned Norway House at eleven o’clock, under the guid-
ance of Roderick Ross, Esquire, of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Service, at
Norway House, who had been engaged for some days in examining the
channel, in anticipation of our visit.

The Nelson River expands into Play Green Lake, a large stream of water
studded with islands, presenting & remarkable resemblance to the Thous-
and Islands of the St. Lawrence River. The distance from the mouth of
the river to Norway House is twenty miles. We arrived at Norway House
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‘:1 three o’clock and were welcomed there by the Imdians, who fired a
salute.

On the 24th we met the Indians in a large store-house of the Hudson’s Bay
Company, and asked them to present their Chiefs and head men. We
found that there were two distinct bands of Indians, the Christian Indians
of Norway House, and the Wood or Pagan Indians of Cross Lake. Each
elected their Chiefs by popular vote in a most business-like manner, and
the Chiefs, after consulting the bands, selected the head men. We then:
accepted the Chiefs, and I made an explanation of the object of our visit in
English, and the Hon. James McKay in the Indian dialect. We severed the
questions of terms and reserves, postponing the latter till we had disposed
of the former. The Indians gratefully accepted of the offered terms, and
we adjourned the conference to enable them to consult as to reserves. On
re-agsembling, the Christian Chief stated that as they could no longer count
on employment in boating for the Hudson’s Bay Company, owing to the
introduction of steam navigation, he and a portion of his band wished to
migrate to Lake Winnipeg, where they could obtain a livelihood by farm-
ing and fishing. We explained why we could not grant them a reserve for
that purpose at the Grassy Narrows as they wished, owing to the proposed
Icelandic settlement there, but offered to allot them a reserve at Fisher
River, about forty miles north of the Narrows, and this they accepted. It
is supposed that some eighty or ninety families will remove there in spring,
and it was arranged that those who remain, instead of receiving a reserve,
should retain their present houses and gardens. The Chief of the Pagan
band, who has, however, recently been baptized, stated that the Wood
Indians wished to remain at Cross Lake, and we agreed that a reserve
should be allotted them there. The treaty was then signed and the medals
and uniférms presented. The Chiefs, on behalf of their people, thanked
Her Majesty and her officers for their kindness to the Indian people, which
I suitably acknowledged, and the payment of the presents was commenced
by Messrs. McKay and Howard, and completed on the 15th.

‘We left that day at half-past three amidst cheering by the Indians and a
salute of fire-arms, and came to anchor in Play Green Lake, at Kettle
Island, at half-past five.

The steamer left Kettle Island next morning at six o’clock for the Grand
Rapids of the Saskatchewan, which we reached at four o’clock.

The original post of the Hudson’s Bay Company, at the mouth of the
river, has been abandoned, and a new one established on their reserve, some
six miles higher up the river, at the head of the portage, which the river
steamer descends to. The Colville, at our request ran up to the Chief’s
house, situated on the shore of a deep bay, and was moored and gangways
1aid out to the shore, We found an Indian village on the north side, and
also the Chief’s house, which was built on the only spot where good and in-
expensive wharfage can be had, and ascertained afterwards that the Indians
claimed the whole north shore for a reserve.

-
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On the 27th we met the Indians near the Chief’s house in the open air, at
& spot where a large fire had been lighted by them, as the weather was cold.
‘We took a similar course as at Norway House in severing the question of
terms of the treaty and reserves, and with like satisfactory results. After a
lengthy discussion the Indians agreed to accept the terms, and we then
entered upon the difficult question of the reserves. They complained of the
Hudson’s Bay Campany’s reserve, and wished to have the land covered by
it, but we explained whatever had been promised the Company would be
given just as promises made to them would be kept. They said the Com-
pany’s reserve should be at the abandoned post at the mouth of the river,
and not at the end of the portage. We informed them that we would inquire
as to this. They then claimed a reserve on both sides of the river of large
extent, and extending up to the head of the Grand Rapids, but this we.
declined to acoede to. Eventually, as the locality they had hitherto occu-
pied is so important a point, controlling as it does the means of communi-
cation between the mouth of the river, and the head of the rapids, and
where a  tram-way ” will no doubt ere long require to be constructed, pre-
senting also deep-water navigation and excellent wharfage, and evidently
being moreover the site where a town will spring up, we offered them
reserve on the south side of the river. They objected, that they had their
houses and gardens on the north side of the river, but said that as the
Queen’s Government were treating them so kindly, that they would go to
south side of the river, if a small sum was given them to assist in removing
their houses, or building others, and this as will be seen by the terms of the
treaty, we agreed to do, believing it to be alike in the interests of the Gov-
ernment to have the control of so important a point as the mouth of the
great internal river of the Saskatchewan, and yet only just to the Indians,
who were making what was to them so large a concession to the wishes of
the Commissioners. On our agreeing to the proposal, the treaty was cheer-
fully signed by the Chief and head men, and the payment of the present was
made to them, together with a distribution of some provisions. I enclose a
tracing of the mouth of the river, copied from a sketch thereof kindly made
for me by Mr. Ross, which will enable you to understand the actual
position of the locality in question, and the better appreciate our reasons
for our action in the matter.

The steamer left the Grand Rapids in the afternoon of the 27th, and the
captain took his course for the mouth of the Red River, but anchored, as
the night became very dark, between George’s Island and Swampy Island.

On the 28th, resuming our course at half-past five a.m., we sighted Berens
River Mission House at eight o’clock, and passed into the channel between
Black Bear Island and Dog Head or Wapang Point, at 12.30 ; then observ-
ing a number of Indians on the shore making signals to us by firing guns,
we requested the captain to approach the shore. The water being very deep
the steamer went close inshore and anchored—the Indians coming off to us
in theircances, We found them to be headed by Thickfoot, a principal
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Indian of the band inhabiting the islands, and some of those and the Jack
Head band of the West Shore, and explained to them the object of our visit.
They told us they had heard of it, and had been waiting to see us. Thickfoot
said the Island Indians at Big Island, Black Island, Wapang and the other
islands in the vicinity had no chief ; that they numbered one hundred and
twenty-eight, and those at Jack-Fish Head sixty. Thickfoot said he had
cattle and would like to have a place assigned to his people on the main
shore, where they could live by farming and fishing. We suggested Fisher
River to them, which they approved of. Eventually we decided on paying
these Indians—took Thickfoot’s adhesion to the treaty, of which I enclose a
copy, and authorized him to notify the Indians to meet at the Dog Head
Point next summer, at a time to be intimated to them, and to request them
in the mean time to select a Chief and Councillors. Thickfoot expressed
gratitude for the kindness of the Government, and his belief that Indians
of the various Islands and of Jack Head Point would cheerfully accept the
Queen’s benevolence and settle on a reserve. After paying this party, and
distributing a small quantity of provisions among them, we resumed our
voyage, and, owing to the character of the navigation, again came to anchor
in George’s Channel at seven o’clock, p.m. On the 29th, we left our an-
chorage at five o’clock a.m., and entered the mouth of the Red River at
twelve o’clock, crossing the bar without difficulty, as the weather was calm.
We arrived at the Stone Fort at three o’clock in the afternoon, but had to
remain there till next day, awaiting the arrival of conveyances from Winni-
peg. Mnr. McKay and I left the Stone Fort on the 30th at seven a.m. leav-
ing our baggage and a portion of the provisions which had not been used to
be forwarded by the steamer Swallow, and reached Fort Garry at ten o’clock,
thus terminating a journey of over one thousand miles, and having satisfac-
torily closed a treaty with the Saulteaux and Swampy Crees, which will
prove of much importance in view of the probable rapid settlement of the
west coast of Lake Winnipeg. The journey, moreover, is of interest, as
having been the first occasion on which a steam vessel entered the waters of
Berens River and of the Nelson River, the waters of which river fall into
the Hudson'’s Bay, and as having demonstrated the practicability of direct
steam navigation through a distance of three hundred and sixty miles from
the city of Winnipeg to Norway House. I may mention here that the pre-
valence of timber suitable for fuel and building purposes, of lime and sand-
stone, of much good soil, and natural hay lands on the west shore of the
lake, together with the great abundance of white fish, sturgeon and other
fish in the lake, will ensure, ere long, a large settlement.

The east coast is much inferior to the west coast, as far as I could learn,
but appeared to be thickly wooded, and it is understood that indications of
minerals have been found in several places.

I now beg to call your attention to the boundaries of the treaty, which,
you will observe, vary somewhat from those suggested in your memorandum
to the Privy Council. The Commissioners adopted as the southern bound-
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ary of the treaty limits, the northern boundary of Treaties Numbers
Two and Three.. They included in the limits all the territory to which the
Indians ceding, claimed hunting and other rights, but they fixed the western
boundary as defined in the treaty, for the following reasons :

1st. The extension of the boundary carries the treaty to the western limit
of the lands claimed by the Saulteaux aud Swampy Cree Tribes of Indians,
and creates an eastern base for the treaties to be made with the Plain Crees
next year.

2nd. The Swampy Crees at the Pas, on the Saskatchewan, would other-
wise have had to be included in the western treaties.

3rd. That the extension of the boundaries will add some six hundred to
the number of Indians in the suggested limits, of whom three hundred at
‘Wahpahhuha or the Pas on the Saskatchewan would have had to be treated
with owing to the navigation of the Saskatchewan, in any event.

4th. The inclusion of the Norway House Indians in the treaty, and the
surrender qf their rights, involved a larger area of territory.

5th. That a number of the Norway House Indians came from Moose Lake
and the Cumberland region, and possessed rights there which have been in-
cluded in the boundaries.

6th. Unless the boundaries had been properly defined, in conformity with
known geographical points, a portion of the country lying between the
territories formerly ceded and those comprised in Treaty Number Five,
would have been left with the Indian title unextinguished.

For these reasons, the Commissioners defined the boundaries as they are
laid down in the treaty, and it will remain with the Government to send a
Commissioner to the Pas to obtain the adhesion of the Indians there to the
treaty next summer, or not as they shall decide, though the Commissioners
strongly urge that step to be taken as a necessity.

I forward the original of the treaty to you by the Hon. Mr. Christie, and
in order to the better understanding of the treaty area, I enclose a very
valuable map copied from one made for me at my request on board of the
Colville, by Roderick Ross, Esq., who accompanied me from Norway House
to the Stone Fort, and to whom I was indebted for much valuable assistance
and co-operation, as we were in fact to the Company’s officers generally.
This map is prepared from actual observation, and locates many places not
indicated on any existing map, and covering as it does an area of over
100,000 square miles, which, exclusive of the great waters, has been included
in the treaty, possesses much value.

I enclcse herewith duplicates of the pay sheets, a statement of the cash
expenditure, shewing the balance on hand of the credit which was given me
for the purposes of the treaty, and statements of the distribution of the
provisions and of the clothing, and medals, as given to the chiefs and head
men. These statements will shew that every arrangement was made to
secure the utmost economy in effecting the treaty, and yet to give satisfac-
tion to the Indians concerned.
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I mention here that the Indians were uniformly informed that no back
payments of the present would be made to those who did not attend the
meetings with the Commissioners, but that next year those not present
would receive payment with the others, if they presented themselves.

I have to express my sense of the services rendered to the Government by
my associate the Hon. James McKay, and the Hon. Thomas Howard, who
acted as Secretary and Pay Master to the Commissioners as well as of the
many kind services we received from Captain Hackland, and the other offi-
cers of the Colville, from the Wesleyan Missionaries, and from the officers of
the Hudson’s Bay Company.

I take this opportunity of suggesting that the supervision of Treaty Num-
ber Five, and the carrying out of the treaty obligations with the Indians
of the St. Peter’s Band, and of those of Fort Alexander and the River
Roseau and Broken Head, which fall into Lake Winnipeg, should be
entrusted to alocal agent, stationed at the Stone Fort or in the vicinity
of St. Peter’s, and who would thence supervise the whole District.

In conclusion, I have only to express the hope that the action of the
Commissioners, which in every respect was governed by a desire to promote
the public interest, will receive the approval of the Privy Council, and be
regarded by them as the satisfactory discharge of an onerous and responsible

duty.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ALEXANDER MORRIS,
Lieut.-Gov, N. W. T.

GOoVERNMENT Housg,
FoRT GARRY, I7th November, 1876,

To THE HONORABLE THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR.

8ir,—I recommended in my despatch of the 7th June, that measures
should be adopted to secure the adhesion of the Indians, who had not been
met with when Treaty Number Five was concluded, and was requested by
you to entrust the duty to Mr. Graham, of the Indian Department here,
or to the Hon. Thomas Howard, Mr. Graham was unable to leave the
office. I, therefore entrusted the matter to Mr. Howard and J. Lestock
Reid, D.L.S. Igave these gentleman written instructions, a copy of which
will be found appended to the report of Mr. Howard, in which I directed
them to meet the Island Indians and those of Berens River together, and
then te separate, Mr. Reid proceeding to Norway House and Mr. Howard
to the Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan and the Pas, this course being
necessary to enable the work to be accomplished during the season. Ihave
pleasure in informing you that these gentlemen discharged their mission
most successfully and satisfactorily, as will be seen from the following
reports, which I enclose, viz :—






