
HIST 1133 – Primary Source Analysis Essay 1 
 

***DUE 13 October 2010 IN CLASS*** 
 
As outlined in the course syllabus, students are responsible for completing a primary source 
analysis essay for this course that is worth 10% of your final grade. The essay should be 5 
double-spaced pages in length in standard 12-point font with one-inch margins. You will 
choose one from a limited list of essay questions and primary source documents. Please turn 
in a hard copy of your essay to the instructor at the beginning of lecture on October 13th and 
keep a digital copy for your records. Late assignments will be penalized one third of a letter 
grade per day (i.e., if one day late, a B paper receives a B-) up to a maximum of five days. 
Please consult the “General Rules, Policies and Expectations for Assignments and 
Participation” section of the course syllabus for further details. 
 
Expectations for Essay Assignment: 
 
Students are expected to write an essay that meets the following expectations: 
 

- answers the essay question 
- provides a clearly stated thesis 
- provides evidence of critical thinking and analysis as well as synthesis of 

researched information throughout and presents a logical and persuasive 
argument 

- utilizes the primary source document and reflects on the production of the 
primary source 

- demonstrates knowledge of the historical context relevant to the question (based 
on secondary source research) and situates the primary source document within 
its historical context 

- research sources are relevant and credible  
- written clearly, using proper grammar and spelling 
- clearly documents and cites sources using proper footnote citations and provides 

a properly formatted bibliography (Chicago Manual of Style footnotes) 
 
Additional Guidelines: 
 

- proofread your work (essays that have not been proofread will get a very low 
grade) 

- have a friend review your essay 
- do not use online sources unless obtained through Mount Royal Library e-

resources or other credible online source 
- must include page numbers 
- properly staple pages 
- write about historical events, persons, and places in the past tense 
- include name, course info, student number, essay question on first page 
- avoid block quotes 
- do not use contractions 
- do not cite lectures 



Immigration and the Canadian West 
 

Beginning in 1896, Canada launched an aggressive campaign to attract immigrants to the 
Canadian prairies. Under the leadership of Minister of the Interior, Clifford Sifton (1896-
1906), the government initiated a broad effort to advertise the attractions of Western Canada 
using posters, pamphlets, photographs and brochures. Between 1896 and 1914, more than 
three million people came to Canada. 
 
This assignment includes a 1902 Department of Interior immigration brochure for Western 
Canada. This brochure was distributed in Britain and highlighted many of the attractive 
characteristics of the region for prospective immigrants. 
 
Primary Source Documents: 
 
Department of the Interior. Facts Relating to Western Canada (1902) [only read pages 1-15]. - 
http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/2606.html  
 
Additional Readings: 
 
Conrad, Margaret and Alvin Finkel. History of the Canadian Peoples: 1867 to the Present. Volume 
2. Toronto: Pearson Education, 2009. 

- Ch. 3 – “Forging a National Policy, 1873-1896” 
- Ch. 4 – “Entering the Twentieth Century” 

 
Early Canadiana Online. Canada in the Making Pioneers and Immigrants. “The Last Best West, 
1896-1914” (http://www.canadiana.org/citm/themes/pioneers/pioneers11_e.html)  
 
Essay Question: 
 
Who was the audience for this publication? Based on your reading of this document, 
what kind of immigrant settler did the Department of the Interior hope to bring to 
Canada? 
 


































