HIST 2247 – Canada’s Frontier: The History of the West
Section 001, Winter 2011 (formerly HIST 3347)
Mondays and Wednesdays (8am – 9:20am)
Department of Humanities
Mount Royal University
Instructor: Sean Kheraj

Office: EA2041M
Office Hours: Mondays 10:00am – 12:00pm; Tuesdays 1:00pm – 2:00pm
Email: skheraj@mtroyal.ca 
Phone: (403) 440-8546
Course Description
This course aims to introduce students to the history of the Canadian west, focusing largely on the area west of present-day Ontario and east of the Rocky Mountains. We will study events, individuals and groups key to the making of western Canada, and we will pay close attention to how the land and its non-human inhabitants also shaped the character of the region. We will examine as well the role of historical narratives in shaping our understanding of the changing meanings of region. (3 Credits)
Organization of the Course
The course involves lectures by the instructor and in-class discussions. Lectures will take place on Mondays and in-class discussions will take place on Wednesdays. Students will for every discussion class hand in a small assignment that will count toward their participation marks. Students are expected to participate actively in the class through careful and close readings of the course materials, thoughtful response papers, informed participation in small and large group discussions, and active listening.
Readings

Required Textbooks:

Thompson, John Herd. Forging the Prairie West. Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1998.

Brown, Chester. Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography. Montreal: Drawn and Quarterly, 2006.
This course uses two textbooks. The first textbook, Forging the Prairie West, will provide students with background and context for course lectures. It will also be a useful resource for exam preparation. The second textbook, Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography, will be used for in-class discussion and a written assignment. Students will also be required to work with historical primary sources in this course. Primary sources are the direct evidence or first hand accounts of historical events without secondary analysis or interpretation. A primary source is a work that was written or created at a time that is contemporary or nearly contemporary with the period or subject being studied. In-class discussions will focus on assigned readings indicated in the course outline. Readings listed under a particular date should be read for that date. Discussions depend upon students having done their reading.  
Assignments and Evaluation
The grade for the course will be based on the following percentages:
Comparative Review Essay




20%


Primary Source analysis essay




30%

Final examination 





30%
Discussion participation




20%
	Mark

(%)
	91+
	85-90  
	80- 84
	77 – 79
	73 – 76
	70 -  72
	67 – 69
	63 - 66
	60 - 62
	57-59
	50- 56
	< 49

	Grade
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	F

	GPA
	 4.0
	4.0
	3.7
	3.3
	3.0
	2.7
	2.3
	2.0
	1.7
	1.3
	1.0
	0

	Descrip-tion from Calendar
	Excellent – superior performance, showing comprehensive understanding of subject matter.
	Good – clearly above average performance with knowledge of the subject matter generally complete.
	Satisfactory – basic understanding of the subject matter.
	Minimum Pass – marginal performance, generally insufficient preparation for subsequent courses in same subject.
	Fail – unsatisfac-tory perform. or failure to complete assign.


MRU has identified six college-wide learning outcomes that it believes are critical in order to prepare its graduates for workplace success and a life of continuous learning: Thinking Skills, Communications, Information Access and Retrieval, Ethical Reasoning, Group Effectiveness and Computer Literacy.  All courses offered at the university emphasize one or more of these college-wide outcomes.
The focus of this course will be on thinking skills, communications, information access and retrieval, computer literacy, and group effectiveness. These will be assessed through the written components of the course as well as discussion and group presentations.

General Rules, Policies and Expectations
Assignments should be handed in at the beginning of class on the due date. Please double-space all written assignments and print them in standard 12-point font with 1-inch margins. Include your name and the assignment’s title at the top of the paper or on a separate title sheet. All sources should be books and journal articles (i.e., no internet sources unless obtained from the library’s e-resources or other credible source) and should be cited, using the Chicago Manual of Style (http://www.mtroyal.ca/library/files/citation/historydocumentation.pdf), in footnotes. You must also provide a properly formatted bibliography. Hard copies of assignments only will be graded; no electronic copies please. 

Assignments received later than the due date will be penalized one third of a letter grade per day (i.e., if one day late, a B paper receives a B-) up to a maximum of five days. After five days, assignments will not be accepted. We will consider exceptions to the lateness penalty only when they are supported by authoritative written documentation (i.e., a doctor’s note).

We will accommodate students with disabilities who have registered with Mount Royal University’s Accessibility Services (http://www.mtroyal.ca/AcademicSupport/ResourcesServices/StudentLearningServices/AccessibilityServices/index.htm). Please contact us directly to make sure we are informed of your needs. If you will require any kind of accommodation for religious reasons, please let us know as soon as possible. Attendance is otherwise mandatory (see “Course participation” section below).

Please make sure that all work that you hand in and present for this class is your own. For an explanation of plagiarism and information about how you can ensure that you maintain academic integrity, see http://www.mtroyal.ca/codeofstudentconduct/pdf/CodeofStudentConduct.pdf. The university takes this issue very seriously.
The Registrar sets the date for the final exam and students MUST be present for the exam. Vacations, employment, etc. are not valid reasons for a student to receive a deferred examination.

Comparative Review
Essay






Due: February 16th 
Students are responsible for completing a comparative review essay assignment based on the textbook, Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography. This assignment requires students to critically analyze this book and compare it to their own scholarly research on the biography of Louis Riel. This essay will be 6-7 pages long
Primary Source Analysis Essay





Due: April 13th 
The second assignment for this course is a primary source analysis essay. Students will select a substantive historical primary source relating to Western Canadian history and analyze that source in an 8-10 page essay.
Final examination
The final examination will take place during the exam period and it will be based on course materials (lectures, readings, and discussion) from the entire semester. Please note that the Final Examination Period runs until April 29, 2011.  You MUST be present for the final examination. Employment, vacation, etc. are not valid excuses for missing an exam.
Course participation
Your active participation in class is essential, and we will measure it in a variety of ways. Attendance is mandatory for discussion sessions. You must show that you are engaging with course readings and themes by orally contributing thoughtfully to in-class discussions. Student are also responsible for completing a weekly one-page written assignment for each discussion session based on a question posted by the instructor.

Course Schedule
Week One: Region & History
Monday, January 10, 2011
Lecture: Region & History
· Read: Thompson, Introduction: “Imag[in]ing a Region”
Wednesday, January 12, 2011
Lecture: Human Origins and the First Nations of the West
· Read: Thompson, Chapter 1: “‘Ever…useless to cultivating man’
· Read: Flores, Dan. “The Great Plains “Wilderness” as a Human-Shaped Environment.” Great Plains Research 9(2) (September 1999): 343-355. [http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch/466/]
Week Two: Contact, Exploration, and Exchange
Monday, January 17, 2011
Lecture: European-Aboriginal Contact and the Advent of the Fur Trade
· Read:Thompson, Chapter 2: “Cultures in Contact, 1670-1821”
Wednesday, January 19, 2011
Discussion: Ecological Imperialism in the Northwest
· Read: Crosby, Alfred W. “Ecological Imperialism: The Overseas Migration of Western Europeans as a Biological Phenomenon” in The Ends of the Earth: Perspectives on Modern Environmental History, ed. Donald Worster (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988) pgs. 103-117.
· Read: Hamalainen, Pekka. “The Rise and Fall of Plains Indian Horse Cultures.” Journal of American History 90 (3) 2003: 833-862. [http://library.mtroyal.ca:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,cookie,uid&db=31h&AN=11605120&site=ehost-live]
· Read: Sundstrom, Linea. “Smallpox Used Them Up: References to Epidemic Disease in Northern Plains Winter Counts, 1714-1920.” Ethnohistory 44, (2) (1997): 305-343. [http://www.jstor.org/stable/483371] 
Week Three: Re-Imagining the Northwest
Monday, January 24, 2011
Lecture: Fur Trade Monopoly and the Western Expansionist Movement
· Read: Thompson, Chapter 3: “Fur Trade to Settlement, 1821-1870”
Wednesday, January 26, 2011
Discussion: Re-Imagining the Northwest
· Read: Owram, Doug. “The Promise of the West As Settlement Frontier” in The Prairie West As Promise Land, ed. R. Douglas Francis and Chris Kitzan (Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 2007) pgs. 3-28. [https://webcat.mtroyal.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=804381]
· Read: Jarrell, Richard A. “Henry Youle Hind” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 1901-1910, Volume 13. [http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-e.php?&id_nbr=6783&interval=25&&PHPSESSID=sl6p8v8k6nhelan7fikptaj172]
· Read: Hind, Henry Youle, Report on a topographical & geological exploration of the canoe route between Fort William, Lake Superior and Fort Garry, Red River: Made under instructions from the Provincial Secretary of Canada: And also of the valley of Red River, north of the 49th parallel, during the summer of 1857 (Toronto: Stewart Derbishire & George Desbarats, 1858) [http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/349.html]

· Read: Spry, Irene M. “John Palliser” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 1881-1890, Volume 11. [http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-e.php?&id_nbr=5747&&PHPSESSID=v29aq83r8b5aijc21hmape8pu3]

· Read: Palliser, John, “The General Report” in The Papers of the Palliser Expedition, 1857-1860 ed. Irene M. Spry (Toronto: Champlain Society, 1968) pgs. 1-39. [http://link.library.utoronto.ca/champlain/item_record.cfm?lang=eng&searchtype=Bibrecord&startrow=1&Limit=All&query=9_96845&Idno=9_96845] 
Week Four: Becoming Canada
Monday, January 31, 2011
Lecture: Resistance and Resettlement
· Read: Thompson, Chapter 4: “Making the Prairie West Canadian, 1870-1900”
Wednesday, February 2, 2011
Discussion: Popular Media and the Execution of Thomas Scott
· Read: Dick, Lyle. “Nationalism and Visual Media in Canada: The Case of Thomas Scott's Execution.” Manitoba History no. 48 (2004): 2-18. [http://library.mtroyal.ca:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,cookie,uid&db=31h&AN=15375040&site=ehost-live]
· Read: “The Red River Difficulty” Canadian Illustrated News, 15 January 1870, pgs. 1-2. [http://collections.banq.qc.ca/ark:/52327/1777403#]
· Read: Canadian Illustrated News, 9 April 1870, pg. 358, columns 1-2. [http://collections.banq.qc.ca/ark:/52327/1777403#]
· Read: Canadian Illustrated News, 23 April 1870, pg. 385. [http://collections.banq.qc.ca/ark:/52327/1777403#]
Week Five: Colonial Conquest
Monday, February 7, 2011
Lecture: The Numbered Treaties and the Canadian Empire
· Read: Miller, J.R. Ch. 6 “‘I think that the Queen Mother has offered us a new way’: The Southern Numbered Treaties, 1871-1877” in J.R. Miller, Compact, Contract, Covenant: Aboriginal Treaty-Making in Canada (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009) [https://webcat.mtroyal.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=819077]
· Read: Spry, Irene. “The Great Transformation: The Disappearance of the Commons in Western Canada.” In Canadian Plains Studies 6: Man and Nature on the Prairies, edited by Richard Allen (Regina: Canadian Plains Research Center, 1976).
Wednesday, February 9, 2011
Discussion: Treaty Seven
· Read: “Treaty with the Blackfeet, Number Seven” in Alexander Morris, The treaties of Canada with the Indians of Manitoba and the North- West Territories, including the negotiations on which they were based, and other information relating thereto. (Toronto: Belford, Clark, 1880) pgs. 368-375 [http://www.canadiana.org/view/30387/0370]
· Read: Letter from Rev. Constantine Scollen, Sept. 8, 1876, in Alexander Morris, The treaties of Canada with the Indians of Manitoba and the North- West Territories, including the negotiations on which they were based, and other information relating thereto. (Toronto: Belford, Clark, 1880) pgs. 247-249. [http://www.canadiana.org/view/30387/0249]

· Read: Dispatch of David Laird, Oct. 4, 1877, in Alexander Morris, The treaties of Canada with the Indians of Manitoba and the North- West Territories, including the negotiations on which they were based, and other information relating thereto. (Toronto: Belford, Clark, 1880) pgs. 251-262. [http://www.canadiana.org/view/30387/0253]

Week Six: 1885 and the Birth of Western Canada
Monday, February 14, 2011
Lecture: The 1885 Northwest Uprising and Trial of Louis Riel
· Read: Mumford, Jeremy Ravi. “Why Was Louis Riel, a United States Citizen, Hanged as a Canadian Traitor in 1885?” Canadian Historical Review 88 (2) 2007: 237-262. [http://library.mtroyal.ca:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,cookie,uid&db=31h&AN=45794180&site=ehost-live]
· Read: Silver, Arthur. “Ontario’s Alleged Fanaticism in the Riel Affair” Canadian Historical Review 69 (1) 1988: 21-50. [http://library.mtroyal.ca:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,cookie,uid&db=31h&AN=4690672&site=ehost-live]
Wednesday, February 16, 2011
*Comparative Review Essay Due*

Discussion: The Story of Louis Riel

· Read: Brown, Chester. Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography. Montreal: Drawn and Quarterly, 2006.
Week Seven: Resettling the Canadian West
Monday, February 28, 2011
Lecture: Immigration and the Last Best West
· Read: Friesen, Gerald, Ch. 11 “Immigrant Communities 1870-1940: The Struggle for Cultural Survival” in Gerald Friesen, The Canadian Prairies: A History (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987) pgs. 242-273. [https://webcat.mtroyal.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=790620]
Wednesday, March 2, 2011
Library Research Skills Session
Week Eight: The Great War: The Homefront in Western Canada
Monday, March 7, 2011
Lecture: Society & War in the Canadian West
· Read: Thompson, Chapter 5: “The Twentieth Century Belongs to the Canadian West, 1901-1921”
Wednesday, March 9, 2011
Discussion: Selling Immigration
· Read: Knowles, Valerie, Ch. 5 “The Sifton Years” in Valerie Knowles, Strangers at Our Gates: Canadian Immigration and Immigration Policy, 1540-2006 (Toronto: Dundurn, 2007) pgs. 84-104. [https://webcat.mtroyal.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=809162]
· Read:

· Department of the Interior, Canada in a Nutshell (London: Department of the Interior, 1905) [http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/2827.html] 

· Immigration Pamphlet (1923) - http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/canadian-west/052920/05292043_e.html 

· Immigration Poster (1893) - http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/canadian-west/052920/05292052_e.html
· Immigration Poster (1908-1918) - http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/canadian-west/052920/05292053_e.html
· Immigration Poster (1920s) - http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/canadian-west/052920/05292055_e.html
Week Nine: The Workers’ Revolt
Monday, March 14, 2011
Lecture: Winnipeg 1919 and Beyond
· Read: Mitchell, Tom and James Naylor. “The Prairies: In the Eye of the Storm” in The Workers’ Revolt in Canada, 1917-1925. ed. Craig Heron. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1998 pgs. 176-230. [https://webcat.mtroyal.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=812651]
Wednesday, March 16, 2011
Discussion: Aftermath and Perspectives on the Winnipeg General Strike
· Watch: On Strike: The Winnipeg General Strike 1919. Directed by Joe MacDonald and Clare Johnstone Gilsig. National Film Board of Canada, 1991. [http://www3.nfb.ca/objectifdocumentaire/index.php?mode=theme&language=english&theme=6&film=33&excerpt=75]
· Read: Mitchell, Tom. “‘Repressive Measures’: A.J. Andrews, the Committee of 1000 and the Campaign Against Radicalism after the Winnipeg General Strike” Left History 3 (2) 1994-1995: 133-167. [https://pi.library.yorku.ca/ojs/index.php/lh/article/view/6965/6149]
· Read: Mackintosh, W.A, ed. Hugh Grant. “Revolution in Winnipeg” Labour/Le Travail (60) 2007: 171-179. [http://library.mtroyal.ca:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,cookie,uid&db=31h&AN=27537384&site=ehost-live]
Week Ten: Farmer Politics
Monday, March 21, 2011
Lecture: The Agrarian Revolt
· Read: Rennie, Bradford James. Ch. 8 “The Politicizing of the Movement, 1919-1921” in The Rise of Agrarian Democracy: The United Farmers and Farm Women of Alberta, 1909-1921. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2000. [https://webcat.mtroyal.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=807333]
Wednesday, March 23, 2011
Discussion: Examining Agrarian Democracy
· Read: Crowley, Terry, “J.J. Morrison and the Transition in Canadian Farm Movements During the Early Twentieth Century” Agricultural History 71 (3) 1997: 330-356 [http://www.jstor.org/stable/3744317]
· Read: Canadian Council of Agriculture. The Farmers’ Platform: A Neww Naitonal Policy for Canada (Winnipeg: Canadian Council of Agriculture, 1918) [http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/4377.html]

· Read: Wood, Henry Wise, “Political Action in Alberta” Grain Growers Guide, 7 May 1919, pgs. 7, 42.

· Pg. 7 [http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/newspapers/GGG/1919/05/07/7/Ar00700.html]

· Pg. 42 [http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/newspapers/GGG/1919/05/07/42/Ar04202.html]
Week Eleven: Depression and Drought
Monday, March 28, 2011
Lecture: Economic Emergency and Relief
· Read: Thompson, Chapter 6: “Harsh Realities of Region, 1921-1939”
Wednesday, March 30, 2011
Discussion: Representing Crisis on the Prairies
· Read: Allan, Blaine. “Canada’s ‘Heritage’ (1939) and America’s ‘The Plow that Broke the Plains’ (1936)” Historical Journal of Film Radio & Television 19 (4) 1999: 439-472. [http://library.mtroyal.ca:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,cookie,uid&db=31h&AN=2559009&site=ehost-live]
· Watch in class: Heritage. Directed by J. Booth Scott. Canadian Government Motion Picture Bureau, 1939
· Watch: The Plow that Broke the Plains. Directed by Pare Lorenz. US Resettlement Administration, 1936. [http://www.archive.org/details/plow_that_broke_the_plains]
Week Twelve: Second World War: The Homefront in Western Canada
Monday, April 4, 2011
Lecture: War Society and Civil Liberties
· Read: Thompson, Chapter 7: “Prairie Canada Recast, 1940-1970”
· Read: Whitaker, Reg. “Official Repression of Communism During World War II” Labour/Le Travail 17 (1986): 135-166. [http://library.mtroyal.ca:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,cookie,uid&db=31h&AN=40740416&site=ehost-live]
Wednesday, April 6, 2011
Discussion: Enemy Aliens & Internment
· Read: Keyserlingk, Robert H. “‘Agents within the gates’: The Search for Nazi Subversives in Canada During World War II” Canadian Historical Review 66 (2) 1985: 211-238. [http://library.mtroyal.ca:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,cookie,uid&db=31h&AN=4690652&site=ehost-live]

· Watch: Enemy Alien. Directed by Jeanette Lermann. National Film Board of Canada, 1975. [http://www.nfb.ca/film/enemy_alien]
Week Thirteen: Alberta’s Oil History: From Leduc to Tar Sands
Monday, April 11, 2011
Lecture: Alberta’s Oil History: From Leduc to Tar Sands
· Read: Thompson, Chapter 8: “The New West and the Nation”
· Read: Nikiforuk, Andrew. “Dirty Canadian Gas vs. America’s Green Economy”; “Canada’s Great Reserve”; “It Ain’t Oil” in Tar Sands: Dirty Oil and the Future of a Continent. Vancouver: Greystone, 2008.
Wednesday, April 13, 2011
*Primary Source Analysis Essay Due*

Discussion: Exam Review
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